Prospector Cat Ref Committee
June 16, 2011

Attendees: 
On the phone:

Karen Selden - CU Law

Penny Shield - Mesa County

Mary Katherine & Keith - Marmot

Lloyd Chittendon - Ft. Lewis

Announcements

Alan Charnes – retiring August 30, George will be interim director, while a national search is conducted
Prospector  staff site (Coalliance)  has moved from Joomla to Drupal; everything is up now; see http://www.coalliance.org/prospectorstaff/ 
Statistics:

On alliance site, Prospector staff,  Statistics, looking at April 2011 http://www.coalliance.org/prospectorstaff/node/7 

Big changes w/addition of Marmot

Marmot – combined for all Marmot libraries

Total item records approaching 30 million

Master bib records around 10.5 million

63% unique, tends to stay stable

Upgrades 

Release 2009b – has not happened yet, Innreach sites are blocked from upgrading for now, will upgrade as soon as available will require ½ day downtime

Encore 4.0 upgrade has happened, subtle display changes, ISBNs and ISSNs are now included in discovery layer search; facet for CRL if you want to limit to CRL

Google previews is now available inside the system – demonstration – choose a title, if there is a “Google preview” button in the record, click on it to see more about the book, approx 20% have the Google link, only displays if there is content (yay) shows selections from the book, not full content  (sample title: Young Men and Fire, Norman Maclean)  - no print function, no copy/paste function

Google preview link only shows in Encore, but is also there in Classic, select Find More Resources, then  Google Preview.  Find More only displays for bibs with an ISBN.  Can also have a link into WorldCat.org, committee voted (voice acclimation) to add the WorldCat link.  Innreach version does not have capability to facet by each local institution, but we did build in facet under Special Collection to show CRC

Upcoming version of Encore (Cobalt?) not generally available but CU has it; cleaner look, tag cloud moved & more subtle at the bottom of left menu.  Research has shown that users perceive tag cloud as advertising – they also don’t realize that clicking on tag cloud narrows existing search

Haathi Trust & later a consolidated target of digital objects in all libraries, Content DM, Digitool (others?)

Update on Marmot libraries – 

New paging slip technology – Jimmy distributed ball point pens to correct location codes

All but one of the 16 libraries are live.  All but Mesa County are using the standard paging slip; all are on 2009b; print template for Innreach,  problems  & learning curve on paging slips; had been a full page up til 2009B which now allows formatting options, trying to come up with different standards. III is working on it, so far the engineers haven’t been able to figure out how to format the way we want.  Courier issues – some Marmot locations have their own courier stop & others don’t; problem with how to fine-tune the courier stops.  
Sidebar: Rose looked at statistics relating to items on hold, borrowing ratios are high, Vail 6.1, for every 6 items borrowed, 1 loaned.  As PR and familiarity grows, the balance will level out

Load balancing – tweaked recently to take into account courier’s 2 sorting stations in Denver & Grand Junction;  added regional routing to favor geographic, so items should arrive faster unless no items available in your area (Front Range or Western Slope)

Colorado Christian University asks about uploading eBooks (eBrary) to Prospector; should we do that or not?  George’s opinion – yes they should be there for CCUs’ own students who may be searching in Prospector. If they find a title that shows ownership in other libraries and not your home library, you’re doing  a disservice to your own customer.  There may also be hidden advantages to other libraries (ie someone’s eBook collection helped another library  manage & find items in their microfilm collection

Unless there are contractual limitations – American Antiquarian does not allow sharing of bib records

Important that eBooks have an item record for Prospector, item record forces the item location to show up in owner lists

Looking for ways to share eBook collections – important to figure out something for equitable use, so the publishers don’t “win” and for equitable library use; nice thing about Prospector is it is a defined universe; we’ll need to look at ways to think outside the box.
Lloyd – something that Prospector would do or something that Alliance would do?  Alliance has a specific group of members, but is an entity that can make contracts. Prospector represents a much larger group, but isn’t organized to the point that one contract can cover all participants.
CU boulder – records that have no subfield Z in 856 field means the URL itself shows in the record instead of link text, CU has 300,000 records with no subfield Z.
DPL update – 3 way contract signed between Alliance, Polaris, & Innovative; now the ball is rolling, trying to set up a demo, next step is to remove all DPL bibs from Prospector, now that the contract has been signed DPL is an Innovative customer & extracting the records does not incur an extra charge

Best guess timeline? Nothing else can happen before records are pulled out. There will be a new server that will live at the Alliance, per April stats 809,000 bibs,  almost 1.1 million items.  NSIP testing is ongoing in Michigan.  Extraction of records should start sooner or later – Innovative has green light to start whenever they’re ready.

Mobile site:

Bridge.coalliance.org  - working on a more traditional mobile URL

Simple interface, title & request button on list page, more detail on bib page, option to view owning libraries is optional; mobile friendly web site, not an app, easy to get to desktop site,  it won’t browser detect (yet); sitting behind the mobile site is Z 39.50

Google Analytics Statistics

Handout distributed to show visitors overview, clear weekly usage pattern, Sundays lowest, Monday peak

8.5 average page views, avg 9 minutes on site, 18% bounce rate (leave from front page)
